
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9842 August 4, 2007 
Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Chairman, I would 

like to remind my colleagues that if all 
new school construction and school 
renovation went green starting today, 
energy savings alone would total $20 
billion over the next 10 years. 

Since I see no opposition, I yield 
back the remainder of my time. 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise to say that we will be 
glad to accept the amendment, but I 
would like to make a comment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Does the 
gentleman rise to claim the time in op-
position? 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. 
Yes. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. 
While I do that, I think it’s a very im-
portant issue as we make our schools 
energy efficient. 

Energy efficient buildings have very 
little air exchange. And if you have 
any kind of a pollution factor in your 
house or in a school or in a building 
that is just airtight, it’s going to con-
centrate very fast. And it’s very impor-
tant that we have this kind of a study. 

But I want to say that we won’t have 
that problem with this building that 
we’re in right now. We won’t have that 
problem with any of our office build-
ings because they all have single pane, 
the least energy efficient windows 
known in America, and we have lots of 
air exchange. In fact, it’s probably 
what we ought to be doing to make our 
own buildings energy efficient, instead 
of going to expensive natural gas to 
heat them, which will go right out 
those energy open windows. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. 
HOOLEY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. PITTS 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 4 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Chairman, I offer an 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 4 offered by Mr. PITTS: 
In section 9003(4), in the proposed para-

graph (3), add at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION.—Boilers that are manu-
factured to operate without any need for 
electricity, any electric connection, any 
electric gauges, electric pumps, electric 
wires, or electric devices of any sort, shall 
not be required to meet the requirements of 
this section.’’. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) and a 

Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself as much time as I might con-
sume. 

First of all, I am grateful to the 
Rules Committee for making this 
amendment in order. It is a very nar-
rowly crafted amendment. Section 9003 
of H.R. 3221 requires residential boilers 
to meet a series of energy efficient re-
quirements. 

As you know, the Amish, which I 
have the privilege to represent, do not 
use electricity; it’s against their reli-
gious beliefs. If the bill, as presently 
written, were to become law, the 
Amish would be forced to try to main-
tain their present boilers in perpetuity, 
creating an obvious and an avoidable 
safety hazard. 

Now, I know there are not a lot of 
Amish; they are comparatively few in 
number in this country. We only have 
something like 25 States that have 
Amish living in them, but I think we 
have a duty to be sensitive to their 
way of life, consider their needs when 
making law. I have a very simple 
amendment. It will provide an excep-
tion for boilers that operate without 
the need for electricity supply. 

Simply stated, boilers that are manu-
factured without any need for elec-
tricity, without any electrical connec-
tion, any electrical gauges, electric 
pumps, electric wires, electric devices 
of any sort would not be required to 
meet the requirements of this section. 

I urge passage of my amendment to 
protect the Amish and their way of 
life. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. PITTS. I will yield to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. BOUCHER. I thank the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania for yielding, 
and I commend him on bringing this 
amendment to the House today. 

We all acknowledge the unique na-
ture of our Amish citizens’ way of life. 
They use a very small number of boil-
ers, which accord with their principles 
of using no electricity. And it truly is 
a very small number of boilers that are 
involved in this matter. And given that 
small number and the respect that we 
all have for the way of life of the 
Amish community, I would encourage 
that this amendment be adopted. And I 
commend the gentleman for bringing it 
forward. 

Mr. PITTS. I thank the gentleman 
for his support. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PITTS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-

mittee will rise informally. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BLUMENAUER) assumed the chair. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment bills of the House of the 
following titles: 

H.R. 1260. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 6301 Highway 58 in Harrison, Tennessee, as 
the ‘‘Claude Ramsey Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1335. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 508 East Main Street in Seneca, South 
Carolina, as the ‘‘S/Sgt Lewis G. Watkins 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 1384. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 118 Minner Avenue in Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Buck Owens Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 1425. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4551 East 52nd Street in Odessa, Texas, as 
the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Marvin ‘Rex’ Young 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 1434. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 896 Pittsburgh Street in Springdale, Penn-
sylvania, as the ‘‘Rachel Carson Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 1617. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 561 Kingsland Avenue in University City, 
Missouri, as the ‘‘Harriett F. Woods Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 1722. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 601 Banyan Trail in Boca Raton, Florida, 
as the ‘‘Leonard W. Herman Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2025. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 11033 South State Street in Chicago, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Willye B. White Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2077. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 20805 State Route 125 in Blue Creek, Ohio, 
as the ‘‘George B. Lewis Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 2078. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 14536 State Route 136 in Cherry Fork, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Omer ‘O.T.’ 
Hawkins Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 2127. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 408 West 6th Street in Chelsea, Oklahoma, 
as the ‘‘Clem Rogers McSpadden Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2309. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3916 Milgen Road in Columbus, Georgia, as 
the ‘‘Frank G. Lumpkin, Jr. Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2563. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 309 East Linn Street in Marshalltown, 
Iowa, as the ‘‘Major Scott Nisely Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 2570. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 301 Boardwalk Drive in Fort Collins, Colo-
rado, as the ‘‘Dr. Karl E. Carson Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2688. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 103 South Getty Street in Uvalde, Texas, 
as the ‘‘Dolph Briscoe, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 3006. An act to improve the use of a 
grant of a parcel of land to the State of 
Idaho for use as an agricultural college, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
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in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 2358. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint and issue coins in 
commemoration of Native Americans and 
the important contributions made by Indian 
tribes and individual Native Americans to 
the development of the United States and 
the history of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills and a concur-
rent resolution of the following titles 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested: 

S. 496. An act to reauthorize and improve 
the program authorized by the Appalachian 
Regional Development Act of 1965. 

S. 1772. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
127 South Elm Street in Gardner, Kansas, as 
the ‘‘Private First Class Shane R. Austin 
Post Office’’. 

S. 1896. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
11 Central Street in Hillsborough, New 
Hampshire, as the ‘‘Officer Jeremy Todd 
Charron Post Office’’. 

S. Con. Res. 43. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate, and a conditional ad-
journment of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

NEW DIRECTION FOR ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE, NATIONAL SE-
CURITY, AND CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION ACT 

The Committee resumed its sitting. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. TERRY 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 5 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chairman, I offer an 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 5 offered by Mr. TERRY: 
In title IX, at the end of Part 4 of subtitle 

A, add the following new section and make 
the necessary conforming amendments in 
the table of contents: 

SEC. 9053. GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMP TECH-
NOLOGY ACCELERATION PROGRAM. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of General 
Services. 

(2) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION FA-
CILITY.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘General Serv-
ices Administration facility’’ means any 
building, structure, or facility, in whole or in 
part (including the associated support sys-
tems of the building, structure, or facility), 
that— 

(i) is constructed (including facilities con-
structed for lease), renovated, or purchased, 
in whole or in part, by the Administrator for 
use by the Federal Government; or 

(ii) is leased, in whole or in part, by the 
Administrator for use by the Federal Gov-
ernment— 

(I) except as provided in subclause (II), for 
a term of not less than 5 years; or 

(II) for a term of less than 5 years, if the 
Administrator determines that use of cost- 

effective technologies and practices would 
result in the payback of expenses. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘General Serv-
ices Administration facility’’ includes any 
group of buildings, structures, or facilities 
described in subparagraph (A) (including the 
associated energy-consuming support sys-
tems of the buildings, structures, and facili-
ties). 

(C) EXEMPTION.—The Administrator may 
exempt from the definition of ‘‘General Serv-
ices Administration facility’’ under this 
paragraph a building, structure, or facility 
that meets the requirements of section 543(c) 
of Public Law 95–619 (42 U.S.C. 8253(c)). 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

establish a program to accelerate the use of 
geothermal heat pumps at General Services 
Administration facilities. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The program estab-
lished under this subsection shall— 

(A) ensure centralized responsibility for 
the coordination of geothermal heat pump 
recommendations, practices, and activities 
of all relevant Federal agencies; 

(B) provide technical assistance and oper-
ational guidance to applicable tenants to 
achieve the goal identified in subsection 
(c)(2)(B)(ii); and 

(C) establish methods to track the success 
of Federal departments and agencies with re-
spect to that goal. 

(c) ACCELERATED USE OF GEOTHERMAL HEAT 
PUMP TECHNOLOGIES.— 

(1) REVIEW.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—As part of the program 

under this section, not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall conduct a review of— 

(i) current use of geothermal heat pump 
technologies in General Services Adminis-
tration facilities; and 

(ii) the availability to managers of General 
Services Administration facilities of geo-
thermal heat pumps. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The review under sub-
paragraph (A) shall— 

(i) examine the use of geothermal heat 
pumps by Federal agencies in General Serv-
ices Administration facilities; and 

(ii) as prepared in consultation with the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, identify geothermal heat pump 
technology standards that could be used for 
all types of General Services Administration 
facilities. 

(2) REPLACEMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—As part of the program 

under this section, not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall establish, using avail-
able appropriations, a geothermal heat pump 
technology acceleration program to achieve 
maximum feasible replacement of existing 
heating and cooling technologies with geo-
thermal heat pump technologies in each 
General Services Administration facility. 

(B) ACCELERATION PLAN TIMETABLE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—To implement the pro-

gram established under subparagraph (A), 
not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall es-
tablish a timetable, including milestones for 
specific activities needed to replace existing 
heating and cooling technologies with geo-
thermal heat pump technologies, to the max-
imum extent feasible (including at the max-
imum rate feasible), at each General Serv-
ices Administration facility. 

(ii) GOAL.—The goal of the timetable under 
clause (i) shall be to complete, using avail-
able appropriations, maximum feasible re-
placement of existing heating and cooling 
technologies with geothermal heat pump 
technologies by not later than the date that 
is 5 years after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(d) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION FA-
CILITY GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMP TECH-
NOLOGIES AND PRACTICES.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter, the Administrator 
shall— 

(1) ensure that a manager responsible for 
accelerating the use of geothermal heat 
pump technologies is designated for each 
General Services Administration facility 
geothermal heat pump technologies and 
practices facility; and 

(2) submit to Congress a plan, to be imple-
mented to the maximum extent feasible (in-
cluding at the maximum rate feasible) using 
available appropriations, by not later than 
the date that is 5 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, that— 

(A) includes an estimate of the funds nec-
essary to carry out this section; 

(B) describes the status of the implementa-
tion of geothermal heat pump technologies 
and practices at General Services Adminis-
tration facilities, including— 

(i) the extent to which programs, including 
the program established under subsection 
(b), are being carried out in accordance with 
this Act; and 

(ii) the status of funding requests and ap-
propriations for those programs; 

(C) identifies within the planning, budg-
eting, and construction processes, all types 
of General Services Administration facility- 
related procedures that inhibit new and ex-
isting General Services Administration fa-
cilities from implementing geothermal heat 
pump technologies; 

(D) recommends language for uniform 
standards for use by Federal agencies in im-
plementing geothermal heat pump tech-
nologies and practices; 

(E) in coordination with the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, reviews the budget 
process for capital programs with respect to 
alternatives for— 

(i) permitting Federal agencies to retain 
all identified savings accrued as a result of 
the use of geothermal heat pump tech-
nologies; and 

(ii) identifying short- and long-term cost 
savings that accrue from the use of geo-
thermal heat pump technologies and prac-
tices; 

(F) achieves substantial operational cost 
savings through the application of geo-
thermal heat pump technologies; and 

(G) includes recommendations to address 
each of the matters, and a plan for imple-
mentation of each recommendation, de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (F). 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion, to remain available until expended. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chairman, this is a 
noncontroversial amendment that en-
courages government buildings to use 
geothermal technology. 

Geothermal technology is simple; 
when you dig down and use the energy 
within and beneath the Earth, you save 
energy. For example, in Nebraska, and 
all over, you can dig down 100 feet 
where the temperature is a consistent 
60 degrees. So therefore, for example, 
at this time of year when it’s in the 90s 
and high humidity, instead of cooling 
the air from 100 degrees to 72, you’re 
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